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482 american journal of philology. 

On iipin. 

In Professor Merriam's edition of the famous Gortynian Inscrip- 
tion (Am. Journ. of Archaeology, I 4, p. 340) I find the following 
note : " irplv with subjunctive after affirmative clause is uniform 
throughout the inscription, except X 26 ; so in IV 10 the optative 
[so C., 1 BZ., J BB.; S the inf., Prof. Gildersleeve]." As Professor 
Merriam has not chosen to give my reason for the inf., it seems 
necessary to explain why I differ at this point from the scholars 
who have edited the inscription. In my article on irplv in this 
Journal, II 480, I undertook to dispose of Hermann's explanation 
of the rule which requires that irplv with subj. must depend on a 
negative clause. " Is it necessary," I ask in conclusion, " to repeat 
that language settles into certain grooves of expression ? Theo- 
retically you might have irplv &v after a positive sentence. There 
is no logic against it, any more than there is against ore or entity 
with the fut. ind. In later Greek irplv ij is common enough after 
affirmative sentences." And now, in ample confirmation of what I 
have said, we have irplv after positive sentences. But how ? Why,- 
in perfect conformity with the groove into which language had 
settled — a groove formulated years ago in my Justin Martyr, Apol. 
I, c. 4, 1. 13 : " When irplv must be translated ' before,' it must 
have the inf. When it may be translated ' until,' it may take the 
finite construction of eW, ' until.' " Now, in this inscription, every- 
where that irplv with subj. occurs after a positive clause, it is to be 
translated "until." So I 9. 31. 33; V 34; VI 50 ; VII 40; XII 
31 ; whereas in IV 10 the translation requires " before," and hence 
the normal inf. is to be accepted and not the opt. This will, I hope, 
suffice to relieve me of the appearance of differing arbitrarily from 
the editors. B. L. G. 

1 C, Comparetti. 2 BZ., BOcheler-Zitelmann. s BB., Baunacks. 



